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Piecing #4 
 

 
 

Inset Curve Stars – Option A (uses the most fabric and reduces number of seams) 
Following Steps 1-17 below, use 4 (12, 12) 12 ½" square Full Bokeh Blocks, 0 (4, 4) 12 ½" square Partial Bokeh 
Blocks, and 1 (4, 4) Fabric A 12 ½" squares to make 1 (4, 4) 24 ½" square inset curve star blocks. 
 

Tip: For larger photos, visit the inset curve star tutorial. 
 

Step 1 
The order that the curves are pieced for the inset curve star is very specific. Because of the specific order, I highly 
recommend arranging the 4 background blocks in the order and orientation that you would like on a design wall 
and labeling them Note: The background blocks will be used in this order: 1. upper left, 2. lower right, 3. upper 
right, 4. lower left. The first curve we will piece will be in the lower right-hand corner of the upper left background 
block.  
 

Refer to the associated coloring page for the quilt size you are making to note the position of each background 
block within the overall quilt layout. 
 

To prepare the first curve, start with the upper left-hand background block. We will be using a 6" finished 
drunkard’s path convex template to cut a curve in the lower right-hand corner of this block, so if the block is 
directional, be sure that you are cutting the curve from the correct corner of the block. 
 

  
 

 Mini Quilt Upper Left Quadrant of Baby or Lap Quilt 

https://quiltingjetgirl.com/
https://quiltingjetgirl.com/2020/07/27/inset-curve-star-tutorial/


 

©2020 Quilting Jetgirl https://quiltingjetgirl.com Page 19 

 
Step 2 
Because I am right-handed, I orient my blocks as shown to 
the right when cutting curves, so I take care to make sure 
that I am cutting from the correct corner of the block if the 
background block is directional. If the background block 
already has piecing seams at the halfway point along each 
side, like the Full Bokeh Block, no additional preparation is 
needed prior to lining up the template. For the Partial 
Bokeh Block, fold the square in half and finger press seams 
to mark the halfway point along each side of the block. 
 

When lining up the 6" finished convex drunkard’s path 
template, the reference seam lines should touch the 
already sewn seams or the finger pressed halfway marks 
along the side of the block. 
 
Step 3 
Fold the curve in half, aligning the seams or finger pressed 
halfway locations and finger press a fold at the center of 
the curve. Fold each end of the curve back to meet the 
center curve location to finger press a fold at the quarter 
curve location, making sure that the seam or finger pressed 
half block location meets the center curve. When 
complete, the curve should have (3) marks or finger 
pressed locations: the center of the curve and the quarter 
points along the curve. 
 

Step 4 
Prior to making the first curve cut in the Fabric A 12 ½" 
square, finger press, iron, or measure and mark the center 
of all (4) sides of the square on the right side of the fabric. 
Make sure that the mark you make is at the very edge and 
less than ¼" long so it will be hidden by the sewn seam.  
 

Note: If your Fabric A is directional, place the print in the 
orientation you would like it to be pieced in the final block 
and make the first cut in the upper left-hand corner. 
 

Using the 6" finished drunkard’s path concave template, 
make the first curve cut in the Fabric A square. Align the 
two short straight edges of the template with the sides of 
the square, and if your templates have reference seam lines 
etched into them like the templates I use from Jen Carlton-
Bailly, you can double check that the marked center lines 
of the star fabric square line up with the reference sewn 
seam lines. 
 
Tip: Reserve the cut away quarter circle for another project, 

noting that it can be easily be used with a 5" finished 
drunkard’s path convex template. 
 

Step 5 
After cutting the curve, but before removing the template, 
if your template allows, mark the center of the curve. Otherwise, fold the cut curve right sides together and align 
the edges and finger press the center of the curve. Fold the edges of the square in to meet the center of the curve 
and finger press / mark the quarter points along the curve as well. When complete, the curve should have (3) 
marks or finger pressed locations: the center of the curve and the quarter points along the curve. 
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Step 6 
With Fabric A on top, pin the cut and marked curve to a 
marked background block curve right sides together. Start 
by aligning the centers and pinning. Next, pin the edges of 
the star curve to the halfway point along the sides of the 
background block noted by seams or the finger pressed 
folds. Finally, pin the marked quarter points along the 
curves. 
 
Note: I recommend pinning with the heads of the pin 
facing away from the seam. 
 
Step 7 
With Fabric A on top, use a scant ¼" seam allowance and 
sew the first curve seam, starting your seam 2-3 stitches in 
the background block just before the start of Fabric A and 
ending in the background block 2-3 stitches past Fabric A. 
(Note: I use an adjustable seam guide that is bolted to the 
top of my machine.) A scant ¼" seam is a seam that is a 
thread width smaller than a true ¼" seam allowance. It is 
important that the first two curve seams in the inset curve 
star block are sewn with scant ¼" seams and that the third 
and fourth seams are sewn with true ¼" seam allowances. 
More details about this importance are included when the 
third curve seam is sewn. 
 
Tip: Use a stiletto with your right hand to keep fabric 
aligned and gently nudge the pins out of the way of your 
needle with your left hand as needed. 
 
Step 8 
After sewing your scant ¼" seam, press toward             
Fabric A. 
 
Step 9 
Repeat the same cut, mark, pin, sew with a scant ¼" seam, 
and press toward the star fabric process you completed 
with the first curve to make the second curve. Make sure 
that the second curve is cut from the opposite corner of 
the first curve in the star fabric (lower right-hand corner) 
and in the upper left-hand corner of the lower right-hand 
background square. 
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Step 10 
Repeat the same cut and mark process for the third 
background curve. Make sure that the third curve is cut 
from the lower left-hand corner of the upper right-hand 
background square. 

 
Step 11 
The third curve should be cut from the upper right of 
Fabric A. When cutting the third curve, you may find that 
the concave template does not align with the remaining 
edges of the star fabric. The most important thing to keep 
in mind when aligning the concave template is that the 
reference seam lines should touch the already sewn seams; 
these will be the points of the star. 
 
When folding in the edges to create the quarter curve 
reference points, be sure to align the edge of the star fabric 
with the center mark. 

 
Step 12 
Prior to describing how to pin the third seam to prepare to 
sew it, I wanted to show the blocks in their orientations to 
point out why the third (and fourth) seam is a partial seam. 
We will be sewing the upper left-hand background block 
not just to the inset curve star, but also to its two adjoining 
neighbors. Once pinned together, the biggest challenge 
with this partial seam is dealing with the bulk of the blocks 
that are already sewn together. My best advice is to 
carefully pin and sew slowly to make sure you are not 
accidentally sewing through any additional layers of fabric. 
 
Step 13 
With Fabric A on top, pin the cut and marked curve to the 
marked background block curve right sides together. Start 
by aligning the centers and pinning. Next, pin the edges of 
the star curve to the halfway point along the sides of the 
background block noted by seams or the finger pressed 
folds. Take care here if you will be matching pieced points 
to make sure the points are aligned. Then pin the ends of 
the blocks together and pin the marked quarter points 
along the curves. The bulk of the fabric will be on top, and 
the background block will lay flat on a table and your 
sewing machine as you sew the third seam.  
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Step 14 
Using a full ¼" seam allowance, begin to sew the third 
seam. The first third of the seam is a straight seam joining 
two background blocks. 
 

When you reach Fabric A, the third seam will transition to 
the curve portion of the seam. By using a full ¼" seam 
allowance here, the needle should pass through the earlier 
curve seam right at this transition point which will define 
the inset curve star point. Continue sewing along the curve, 
using a full ¼" seam allowance. Note that as you transition 
from the straight seam and into the curve seam that the 
needle should pass to the right-hand side of previously 
sewn seams. 
 

At the other end of the curve, the needle should pass 
through the earlier curve once again right at the transition 
point out of the curve seam and into the final straight 
portion of the third seam. 
 

Step 15 
If you are joining pieced blocks that have points meeting at 
the ends of the curve seam, like in the example above, I 
recommend pressing the third seam open. If the 
background block that you sewed the third seam to is a 
single piece of fabric (no seams), then I recommend 
pressing the third seam away from the star fabric / toward 
the background block. 
 

Step 16 
If direction matters, make sure that the fourth and final 
curve is cut from the upper right-hand corner of the lower 
left-hand background square. Repeat the cut, mark, pin, 
sew with a full ¼" seam, and press open or toward the 
fourth background fabric block for the partial fourth curve. 
 

Step 17 
Be sure to take your time aligning any points that may join 
at the ends of the curve seam and remember to sew the 
seam with the star fabric on top while keeping the fourth 
background block flat on your sewing machine. 
 

Tip: If you want to seam rip any portion of the partial 
seams, I recommend working from the background fabric 
square / bobbin thread side of the block to get started. 
There are a lot of crisscrossing seams and you don’t want to 
unpick the wrong seam.  
 

 
 

The finished inset curve star block will finish at 24" and should measure 24 ½" square after the fourth seam is 
sewn. Repeat to make 1 (4, 4) 24 ½" inset curve star blocks, noting that the position of the Partial Bokeh Block will 
rotate around the corners of the finished blocks for the Baby or Lap size quilts (this is an important detail to keep 
in mind when arranging the background blocks if Fabric A is a directional print). 
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Quarter Curve Stars – Option B (has more seams, traditional Drunkard’s Path method) 
Following Steps 1-5 below, use 4 (12, 12) 12 ½" square Full Bokeh Blocks, 0 (4, 4) 12 ½" square 
Partial Bokeh Blocks, and 4 (12, 12) Fabric E Concave Template pieces to make 4 (16, 16) 12 ½" 
square Quarter Curve Star blocks. 
 

Step 1 
Prepare the Fabric A concave pieces for piecing. Fold each curve in half and finger press to 
create a fold halfway along the curve. Fold each edge in to meet the center fold and finger 
press to create two quarter curve creases. 
 

 
Step 2 
Following the instructions on Step 2 from page 19, use the 6" convex template to prepare one corner from each of 
the 4 (12, 12) 12 ½" square Full Bokeh Blocks and 0 (4, 4) 12 ½" square Partial Bokeh Blocks.  
 

Step 3 
Place a Fabric A concave piece right sides together with the cut corner of a Bokeh Block, aligning the center fold 
lines and pin together. Continue to match up and pin the pieces together by next aligning the ends, and then the 
quarter curve folds. 

 

Step 4 
Sew the curve with Fabric A on top, making sure to keep a scant ¼" seam allowance. Press seam toward the 
concave fabric. Trim block to 12 ½" square as needed. 
 

Step 5 
Repeat to make 4 (12, 12) 12 ½" square Full Quarter Curve Star Blocks and 0 (4, 4) Partial Quarter Curve Star Blocks. 
 

Step 6 (Baby and Lap Size Only) 
Follow Steps 1-4 to piece a second Fabric A convex template on the opposite corner from the first convex 
template. Repeat to make 0 (4, 4) 12 ½" square Center Quarter Curve Star Blocks, which will result in 4 (8, 8) 12 ½" 
square Full Quarter Curve Star Blocks, 0 (4, 4) 12 ½" square Center Quarter Curve Star Blocks, and 0 (4, 4) 12 ½" 
square Partial Quarter Curve Star Blocks. 
 

 
 

 Full Quarter Curve Star Block Center Quarter Curve Star Block Partial Quarter Curve Star Block 
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